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Sir: 

El Transmitted herewith find the document(s) related to this application: 

1. TRANSMITTAL LETTER IN DUPLICATE; 

2. RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION AND ELECTION REQUIREMENT; 

3. CERTIFICATE OF MAILING; and 

4. POSTCARD 

[^Applicant hereby petitions for an extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .136 of: 

□ One Month ($110.00) □ Two Months ($ 410.00) 
\E\ Three Months ($930.00) □ Four Months ($1450.00) 

□ Additional claims are presented. The fee therefore is: 



Lynn Brush 



Claims Previously Extra Rate Fee 
Pending Paid For Claims 


Total: 61 


- 61 




X $18 = 


$ 


Indep: 8 


- 8 




X $84 = 


$ 


First Presentation of Multiple Dependent 
Claims 


+ $280 = 


$ 




Total $ 



The total fee believed due is $930.00. Please charge this amount and any other fees which 
may be due (including filing fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17) 
to Deposit Account No. 01-1350. If an extension of time is required but has not been requested 
above, Applicant hereby petitions for an extension of time sufficient for the attached 
document(s) to be timely. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231 

on April 1. 2003 



Lynn Brush 



RESPONSE TO ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



This is in response to the Office Action of December 10, 2002, subjecting the 
present claims 1-61 to an election requirement. 

The requirement was unclear to the Applicants and the Applicants thank the 
Examiner for taking the time to providing further clarification of the election requirement. 
Although the election of species requirement appears to request the Applicants to 
choose between a first species/embodiment in which a cationic polymer is added 
(Species I) and a second embodiment /species in which an anionic polymer is added 
(Species II), the Examiner has explained that the requirement is to elect a species by 
identifying both a cationic polymer from the group listed on page 2, lines 26-32 of the 
disclosure and an anionic polymer from the group listed in claims 8, 14, and 30 as a 
single defined species of the present invention. 

Based on this clarification, Applicant provisionally elects, with traverse, a species 

directed to a cationic polysaccharide and an anionic step-growth polymer for 
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prosecution on the merits. It is believed that claims 1 , 2, 4-6, 8-19, 22-43 read upon 
elected species. 



However, the election requirement is transversed because it is believed that a 
search and examination of all the species at one time would not impose a serious 
burden on the Patent Office. It is respectfully requested that the instant 
election/restriction be removed. 

In accordance with Section 714.01 of the M.P.E.P., the following information i 
presented in the event that the Examiner deems a call desirable: 



Michelle J. Burke 



(914) 674-5459 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michelle V Burke 
Reg. No. 37,791 
Attorney for Applicant 



Akzo Nobel Inc. 
Intellectual Property Dept. 
7 Livingstone Avenue 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522-3408 
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